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July 6, 2026

City Council

City of Edmonton

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7

RE: ltem 7.6 Lodging Houses Analysis

Dear Mayor Knack and members of City Council:

BILD Edmonton Metro represents more than 500 companies in the building and development
industry. Our members are committed to helping more people and businesses choose to live, invest,
and thrive in the region. We appreciated the opportunity to comment on the City’s proposed changes
regarding Lodging House regulation at Urban Planning Committee last week and now reach out to
the entirety of Council to highlight our support for proceeding with sending these amendments to
Public Hearing.

Overall, BILD Edmonton Metro supports the proposed amendments. They are surgical in nature
and ensure that lodging houses remain available as a housing option while mitigating concerns
from community around illegally operating lodging houses. At Urban Planning Committee, we
heard support from many speakers who attended, from community members to developers. While
some speakers believed the amendments did not go far enough, they also acknowledged that the
changes were a step in the right direction. This array of views signals that Administration has done
their homework, producing a balanced set of amendments that properly calibrate the regulations
surrounding this form of development.

Lodging houses represent a very narrow range of the overall housing ecosystem, and these
amendments ensure that they remain available as an option going forward. Post-amendments,
lodging houses will still be a housing option available to students, short-term visitors, and shift
workers in our city. The proposed regulations respond to concerns around certain projects “working
around” the existing rules, while still ensuring this form of development remains available in all
standard residential zones.

Ultimately, we believe Council should feel confident that they can proceed with these amendments.

These changes address unintended consequences of recent zoning reforms while preserving the
City’s objectives of increasing housing choice and supply. They improve clarity and enforceability
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through refined a lodging house definition, clearer operating limits, practical bedroom caps, and
business licence changes that help ensure lodging houses operate as intended.

We appreciate Administration’s work on these amendments and engaging us, alongside many other
representative committees and organizations when formulating this report. We encourage City
Council to advance these to Public Hearing for consideration and ultimately approving these
amendments.

Sincerely,
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—

Stephen Raitz, RPP, MCIP, JD
VP, Policy & Advocacy
BILD Edmonton Metro

Copy:  Office of the City Clerk

Eddie Robar City Manager

Kim Petrin Deputy City Manager, Urban Planning and Economy, (UPE)

Travis Pawlyk Branch Manager, Development Services, UPE

Shauna Kuiper Director, Planning Coordination, Development Services, UPE

Lisa Drury Senior Planner, Planning Coordination, Development Services UPE
Kalen Anderson Chief Executive Officer, BILD-EM

Sydney Bond Chair, Infill Committee, BILD-EM

Marty Pawlina Vice-Chair, Infill Committee, BILD-EM

Adam Kerr Policy & Development Lead, BILD-EM
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